From Evans Head, Australia’s greatest prawn production centre, the
60ft trawler Reliance Star makes for the deep-sea fishing grounds.

"/ Fisheries men at last got the
dnswer to a riddle they’d been
puzzling over for years—why they
always caught such a profusion of
prawns near the mouths of the
eituaries during a period called
the darks.
‘Fishermen refer to the blackest
nights (immediately after a full
oon and before the moon rises)
the darks. The scientists, who
——«lagd also puzzled over this phenom-

ed the black nights to escape
om the estuaries.

| They migrated en masse toward
‘t..Ee ocean, driven by their natural

f;

ge to breed at sea. According
fisheries expert T. C. Roughley,
those days superintendent of
ate Fisheries in NSW, the noc-
prnal migration was a form of
rotective strategy. The darker
e night, the less likelihood was
iere of being
acked by big fish.
Once he was con-
vinced that there must be prawn
reeding grounds somewhere off-
qore, Roughley got some of his
hermen friends to work. He
; ested that when they weren’t
atching any fish they should put
their trawl nets over the side to
see what happened.
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4kt was largely a case of finding

fFon, explained that the prawns .

Qutside the breakers

duces most of Australia’s prawns)
has boomed

Before ocean or offshore prawn-
ing NSW fishermen caught about
14-million Ib annually, in fishing
only in the estuaries. When fisher-
men rushed to the sea, production
rose tu a record peak of 4%-millien
Ib in 1

Last yoar NSW produced 3i-
million 1b, worth more than
£550,000. Today offshore fisher-
men catch as many prawns, and
sometimes twice as many, as their
colleagues bag in the rivers and
estuaries. -

The men who control Australia’s
fishing industry realised that, be-
fore the offshore boom, most of
the prawns they had been catching

-were mere babies, only a few

months old. The prawns came
into the estuaries to find peace and

' protection from the hazards of the

open sea, But, in
time, the urge to
bi drove them
back into the ocean.

The NSW Fisheries Department
was working on a theory of its
own. If the prawns they had been
catching inshore were mere babies,
and the bigger prawns the offshore
fishermen caught a couple of miles
out to sea just a few months older,

why shouldn’t there be mature
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Since he began his prawn probe in 1953 Dr. Racek (holding one of
the new giants) has identified 17 species. Twelve have commercial value.

The net spills a mass of leaping prawns on the deck to be sorted and
cooked. Many fishermen have earned from £5000 to £6000 a year.
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+ile prawn beds by trial and error, '

_hut the method paid off. In 1f4
;fnd 1949 rich prawning gro.

ihe mouths of the Richmond, Clar-

tnce, Tweed and Macleay rivers

and in Stockton Bight, near New-
castle.

Most of the beds were situated
from the first line of breakers to
2 mile or two offshore. Since then
‘prawn fishing in NSW (which pro-

il
were found off Evans-*Zc¢ad, off

Steami
#ily found huge prawns in their
trawl nets, but the fishermen had
thought that they were freaks
which had lost their way. Usually
they ate the monster prawns and
didn’t bother to report the catch
to fisheries inspectors.

The State Fisheries put Dr.
Racek to work. His task was to
make a survey of the prawns to
be found in NSW estuaries and

Dr. Racek sets up a field laboratory in an old beatshed or anywhere
that's handy. With a microscope he can tell a prawn’s age and sex.
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trawlers had occasion-




.!.at ii jo¥¢ obfi krgby, #im hloub&ji jdete, tim jsou vdtki,

= e 1

m llmtu.l mﬁt ;a&lj’r - krevety - rdfek mofsky - krab,
kj clun severniho pobfezi mif{ na 8iré mofe v lehkém vlnSni. Jasem
:nh%:ﬂnﬂ videe Vv knruidﬂlniﬂtél odd{lu maly bily praporek tfupetn;lui se
na boji.

Brzy je vytaZena v&dcova past - zaechand po ﬂ‘l‘& dni v «Ei:q.i J;..l_.qqm oce-
4dnu 80 sdhé pod hladinou - nad vodu od boje,. Stafi rybdfi na Glume divajd
ge prekvapend na Ebkﬂt&:;lcl massu mo¥skych stvofendi mzh.rmtjini se na
palubé. Past valy uplng naplnénd nejvétiimi kraby Jjaxé kdy vluéli.
Védeécky pracovnik Novojihowaleské rybdiske spolednosti, ﬂr.Jﬂﬂﬂ Hacek
naﬂh?tal do drdt¥né nddrie 74 obrovskjch krabf, Byli tu krdlovsti, tygfi

?E obrovits tygfi krabi dlousi 8 af 17 paleil. Vdha celdho vilowu byls 52
liber, Primdrny krab v4zil dvé tretiny libry.

Velky pokusnj lov¥ z konce minulého roku ve voddch 20 mil od severniho po-
bFeZ{ Nového Jiiniho Walesu byl triumfem hydrobiologa Racka a odboru, kte
ho k této prﬁﬂi vyelal.

" BackoViin ukolem jest zkoumat rozmnoZovaci ndvyky a polyby newyzpytatel-

nfeh krabfi, Po mnoha mé&sicich prizkumi a pokusfl takfka prokdzal *eorii,

s kteron Be zatfveli experti rybéfskjch spoleZnosti, ¥e velké 1lihné obiie
krabf 7iji ve velkyeh hloubkdch u pobfezi a mohly by byt lmran;.r prﬁ.‘ldﬁpﬂ—
dobEé v rﬂntahllnich mnoZstvich.. :

Racek a upatrﬂ:,r rybédfsiy odbor zdh.ﬁnu;i, Ze ,_Jm:ua]r na;s-::uu dﬂhﬂn&imr K
prikazu theorie bude zapotfebi jefté jednoho nebo dwou let. Ale, maji-1i
experti Etétnlch.ryuﬁrsﬁﬁch spoleénosti pravdu, bude. Australie aig lev-
nﬁ;ﬁi Eraby.

KdyZ dohn Racek uskuteini své ambice a r:,'naf‘i zatnou s lovenim obfich
“ra b na komeréni basi, bude to uruhg vElky pfevzar v tJEEnEﬂﬁm.prﬂ—

ﬂul-.@.aimi dekdads,

JeEtE pFed nekolike leTy ryDari @6 celsd SVELH se dmimw

mhoZzi a Ziji sviij Zivotni cyklus jen v dstich ek & v Feiach. Avdak upro-
stfed Etyi‘mét:.fuh let zoolog university v Sydney , zeanuly prof. W. daDaxin
si uvédomil, Ze vétEina drubd mbﬁ miife se mnozit jediné v moFi. Dakin
byl mezi prvnlji na svitd, kterf =k to objevil.

Rybs¥i konelné dostali rozlufténi zshoady, md niZ si ldmali alava po le
pro¢ vidy ulovili tgk bohaté mno@stui krabG v blizkesti ﬁati ek v oodob:
urdité Sdeti roku.

Byb&fi zmifluj se o nejtemnéjsich nociech /po upliiku- pied prinjwinin M-
sice/, Védei,ktefi také pfemySleli o tomto ﬁhaza, vysvétlovali, Be krabl
vyuZivali temnjych noci, aby unixkli z usti fek, aby.se v moZi mmeoZili.

Di{ve uilcwili rybdfi msi 1 1/2 milionux liber rofné, jsimile :satali lovi

na mofi, u‘.lcwek stoupl na 4 1re r.u.lmnu liber v r.1951. Ryb&ri =i uvédom
1i, %e dfive pfi lovu v &Et uetich fek, lovili véti,lnnu _puuha ﬂléﬁ&tﬂ.
nékol ikamésitnd,

‘Stdtni rybédiské spolednosti urcll;r k této préci ]}r Haﬂka Jeh-:r uh:nlﬂm

byl prézkum krabl nalézanych v fistich Fek N.J.Walesu a v pnbi"einieh vod
studowa t jejich Zivot a zsvyky a zjistit mmoZstwi wylovu, které neaplisob
vyhubeni,

0d té doby, co Racek zafal svij prizkum krabl v r.1953. un;jﬂll .'I.’.Jr Tiz-

nyﬂh druhd. ﬁlkﬁ Ze z nich tucet md nebo by mohl mi¥ komeréni cenli.
Hlavn{ druhy, lovené nyni w NEW, jeou ...

Krabi si libuji v béhnu = stdhuji se & nim, jak je v pt}hgft}u. plsobenim
proudd. Do ned#vna oblibenou theorili mezi rybdfi bylo, Ze krabi se Zivi
bahnem. Racek Fikd, Ze to je nesmysl.

Potépél se mezi kraby a pozoroval &im se Zivi. VyszkouBel nékolik pokush



-

v nddr#i, ale zjist 1 , Ze krabi hltawé Zrali cokoliv dostali. PFi po—
-tdpe¥skych prizkumech zjistil, Ze ddwali lost ¥Seliké mritvé potrawd,
od ryb aZ k ssavelm. Racek Fiké, Ze krabi jﬁi : _'_'hn.l.:,r, Efﬂxﬂam'ﬁ Zere
jeden druhého, neni-1i nic ainehn. -
Na svfch vypravidch za kraby je Racek venku asi pfil Iutn .Pfibiiﬁnﬁ 6 mi-
sictl pracuje v laboratofi v Macquarie Street v Sydney. ﬁhritk asu trévi
cestovdnim na pobfeZi a prizkumem usti Fek.
Racek /vyslovuje se ratzmi ratsek, ¥iksd/ je doktor pi‘:'_rndn:fcl iéﬂ.
teské université®, kde studoval a pfadnaéel, speeialiosoval se v hydro-
viologii. Pracovel na vyzkumech v ndmo¥nich Etanlﬂiuh v ATrlca, Iﬂulii a
‘Franeiiy ‘do ‘Australie prifel v r.1O050.
Racek zdliraznuje, Ze je videc, nikoliv propagandista. Hlkﬁ, je nlkdy se
nepotdpl = 4m a ra&égl se vyhyba hluboké 10&&'1 Iednu, nnnrh a_h:eznu,
kdy Zralokfl je nejvic, : '
Dbwykle 8e portdpi se awou plvabnou blond manfelkon Ann, xiarﬁ, Jak ©Pikd, E
je lepEi plavkyné a potapiika neZ on. Ann Racek, byvald Eaaki'plavanka
championka, je o 12 roki mlads{ nef jejdi uanzel. Ji ;ie i3 = jl!m 45,
Oba Rackové mikdy neriskujf. PotdpZji se vyzbrojeni % Wnﬂn‘iﬂi ﬁli&ami e
LiT Eablinm ubnr&u“-a pod vodou jsou stdle zddy k sobZ, aby se Ea-héﬂp&ﬁﬂ?ﬂﬁli
proti utokfm ze zadu, Oba maji ostré cecelové kﬂpi
Rybdfskieh odbor ne¥ddd od Racka, aby se potdpsl, Hacek ale citi, Ze to
pomdhd jeho pokuslm, ASkoliv se nikdy nepotopil hloub&ji neZ &0 atqg
pozoroval, jak krabi plawou, co délsji a kam se pﬂhyuugi Etudulal uéin-
fi- . nost vEénych siti.
- Ajistil, Ze krpbi Casto unikli ryba¥fim, probofe wledné BitE hgi: nﬂﬂprii-
né zatiZeny. Jindy sit uplné minula dnﬂn, protoZe &lun Be pnhghuiﬂl pfi-
118 rychle,
Racek pozoroval stZhovénd krahﬁ. Hiks, ze putu&i v hsaneﬂh, nnvykla krahi .
stejné veljkﬂstl a Ete 'rr1r_—hn:r L'E‘U.!"J. « Ge - - :
“Rac eks ; Y “miko pobrez jagu nyni Erabd “ve Etﬁri &
a%-10 mésfcﬁ Dlnuha 11211 své pasti msrné. Casto je ji% nEHEéel utrhly 'ﬁﬂ
39 od-boji parnlky plujiei podeél poébfe?d nebo silné mofeké rrﬂudy. HEK te~
ré-byly silné& pedikozeny velrybami nehn Eralaky, puﬁuuqeﬂlciml 5 duﬁtat
na kraby za draténou- alti i o
Po Rackovyeh sensadnieh uloveich vfminalém roce rozhodly Statni rybdrské
spolefnosti pokralovat ve vizkumech s novym Usilim. g,
Racek, ktery Gasto si z¥idi svou laboratof ve staré, zvétralé lodni boud#,
-« nenf-1i lepsi ubytﬁvénl HﬂiPé pordvadval kraby = moFskych ﬂlnuuek 8 kraby
' chycenymi bliZe pﬂhfeﬁl.

- ‘Racek rik4, Ze jeho EEPPTlﬂEﬂtJ V mufamfch.hluaﬂkéﬂh byly razaarbth. hemél
moZnost zjistit, =zdali umisiuje své pasti na balmitém dnu, pisku nebe na
skdle, Pri pPf#dtich pokusech bude Hleddt balnité dno daleko ‘0d poofesi w
hloubece 40 - 50 séhll. Elektronovym oczvénovim pristrojem bude z;iﬁfntat

pluje-li lod m & bahnem nebo skdlou., Jednfm z nejvitEich problémf je, Ze
Stat.pbar,spol. nemaji vlastni vyzkumné lodi, Racek se obvykle obraci na
kapltdny rybatrskych Elunﬁ, aby ho vzaly na pravdépodobn& vhodné misto, spu-
sti své pa sti, otna¥{ Boji praporkem s vriti se za den’ nebo dva, aoy se
podival, co ulnvll.

Lov krabl je welmi: vynosny, nebot se dosahuje fantasticijch cen., Kdo si
nikdy nedls starosti s eenou krabfl, je John Recek. Na sviich wipravdch sni
tolix krabll, Ze khdy? se vrdt{ do Sydm y, nemife se na Eraby ani podiva .

e




	Racek  Albr Adalb John (1909-1997) -5
	Racek  Albr Adalb John (1909-1997) -6
	Racek  Albr Adalb John (1909-1997) -7
	Racek  Albr Adalb John (1909-1997) -8

